The species M. kongkandae Welzen & Phattar. was described as an endemic species of Thailand (Van Welzen & Phattarahirankanok, 2001 ). Hwang (1985) published the variety M. philippensis (Lam.) Müll.Arg. var. mengliangensis C.Y. Wu ex S.M. Hwang. Later, Kiu (1993) reduced it to M. pallidus. Hwang (1996) disagreed and included M. pallidus under the list of doubtful taxa for the Flora of China. Sierra et al. (2005: 230, 240 ) agreed with Hwang (1996) that var. mengliangensis does not represent M. pallidus and, because the type was not seen, the interpretation of the name remained uncertain. Fortunately, the type and additional collections became available and it appears that M. philippensis var. mengliangensis is conspecific with M. kongkandae. The epithet menglianensis may be older than kongkandae, but priority rules have to be applied per taxonomic level. This taxon appears to be a good species, therefore, the name kongkandae has to be applied.
Diagnostic characters for recognition of this species are leaves with a tomentose indument on the lower surface, composed of (whitish) stellate and orange glandular hairs (the latter sometimes green when dried), two basal extrafloral nectaries on the upper surface, fruits densely covered with glandular hairs, and a thick fruit wall of 2-3 mm. For a complete description see Sierra et al. (2005) Kiu (1993) 74.
